Video Review

  Gideon  (Jacobs Ladder Series)

Vision Video / 60 minutes (Two 30-min. episodes)

UPC: 7-27985-00882-0 / $19.99 DVD   

Mount your bicycles, adjust your backpack, and join a group of modern-day teenage time travelers, as they journey back to help a young man Gideon and his family. Watch out for action, adventure, drama, and a sword fight or two, as the rural Hebrew townsfolk are torn between worshipping a God they can’t see and a wooden idol. All this while the ruthless Midianite gang plunders the countryside (“what’s in yaw wallet?). 

Gideon is volume one of the Jacob’s Ladder Old Testament character video series written, produced and directed by Billy and Marcia Engel. Entirely cast and filmed in Wales, this project has an intrigue similar to that experienced in the Chronicles of Narnia (but without special effects). The teen actors do a credible job and help young viewers relate to the Bible characters, some of who were of a young age when God made his connection to them.

The DVD includes the special feature presentation Up The Ladder, a fascinating exploration of the filming of the entire series. Viewers’ interest will be piqued to watch for future episodes.   

The series has already aired on British television and is ready for viewing here. With two 30- minutes stories on the DVD, Gideon would fit classroom situations for Sunday school, Christian schools, and homeschoolers alike. Ages 8-12 would enjoy it most.

*     *     *     
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