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Put on the headphones, notch up the volume, and dive in a lyrical lagoon of a musical masterpiece, all based on the Sermon on the Mount. From the first eight bars of the driving lead off cut, What’s Wrong With This World, to the softer acoustic finale titled Narrow, each song relates to a specific Beatitude and the album is sequenced as such.

Self-produced with no deadline pressures, White Flag is Groves third album project and his most artistic. While known well for his songwriting gifts and lyric prowess, Groves’s vocal talents shine on this project and his passion ignites as he trys to communicate his personal response to Matthew 5.  

White Flag is not a milky sing-a-long, not a raw alternative, and not a too polished modern rock copy. Rather, it a fusion of simmering progressive pop styles just under the boiling point without preachy clichés and listener condemnation. 

My favorite was My Enemy, a more melodic and intimate song with pronounced piano replacing the percussive guitars heard in other album cuts. I still needed the lyric sheet handy to chew on Groves’s profound words. The marketing staff at Rocketown Records might have a tough task ahead – deciding which Shaun Groves’s song to release as the nest single. They’re all that good.
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