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After nine recording projects with the Stellar Award winning jazz duo Allen and Allen, Bruce Allen, takes time out to introduce our ears to a fusion of modern worship and instrumental music he calls “Praise-trumental” in his first solo album B. Just Allen This Time.

With vocal leads that remind listeners of the smooth styles of Al Green and Donnie McClurkin, Allen’s keyboard talents soon take over on nearly every track of this live recording. Various soloists are heard throughout the album supported by a praise choir and musically gifted bandmates from the Hope Church in Orlando.  

Allen’s eclectic blend of praise and jazz is an enjoyable mixture of styles. My favorite track is the perky pop sounds in Going Up Yonder, an all-instrumental journey. Noteworthy too is the praise-to-worship contrast from his funky Best Praise into the mellow More Than Anything. The horn section shines on Focus Your Eyes, and listeners can’t sit still when the punchy We Be Chickin’ hits their ears.   

With over an hour of fervent musical passion, fans of both urban jazz and praise genres will appreciate the project’s variety. That album strength could also be its weakness. The listening audience may be too restricted to make Just B. Allen a best seller…this time.
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